Top: Photo of Holne Park House circa
1889 prior to 'improvements'
Left: The Dawson family circa 1890
Right: Nora, Mollie and Richard (Dickie) Dawson

The History of
Holne Park House
The original house, the ‘Manor of Holne’, is mentioned in The Domesday Book and was given by
William the Conqueror to William de Faleise after the Norman Conquest in 1066.

The de Faleise family owned the house and estate for the

The estate had been Mrs. Dawson’s great interest but after

next 820 years, until in 1886 it was purchased by The

‘losing’ her entire family, her interest waned and in 1926,

Honourable Richard Westera Dawson, third son of the first

1,237 acres were sold, mainly to sitting tenants who bought

Earl of Dartrey.

their own farms. After her death in 1932, Holne Park House
and the remaining estate was sold to Stephen Simpson, the

After he took up residence in Holne Park, Richard Dawson

current owner’s great grandfather.

became a Magistrate, Deputy Lieutenant and in 1909,
High Sheriff of Devon. Together with his wife Jane Emily,

The Simpson family have never lived in the house, instead,

Richard rebuilt Holne Park House into the mansion.

they leased the house as a hotel. During the war, the house
was taken over by the RAF as the West Country Signals

There were nine indoor servants and up to thirty men who

Headquarters and in 1959 the Outward-Bound School

worked on the estate including gardeners, gamekeepers,

became the tenants for sixteen years.

grooms, woodmen, foresters, masons and thatchers.
Today there are approximately 100 members of staff, all
doing very different jobs.

On relinquishing this lease in 1975, the Simpson family
decided to retain Holne Park House and estate and open it
as the River Dart Country Park. Over the last 40 years, the

Richard Dawson died in London in August 1914 leaving

park has developed and now welcomes over 75,000

his wife to raise their only son Dickie and two daughters,

visitors every year.

Norah and Mollie. Dickie went to France with the Third
Battalion of the Coldstream Guards. Sadly, he was killed

In 2006, over a quarter of a million pounds was invested in

in action only months after the death of his father. Leaving

the refurbishment of the mansion house. Since then the

no family, his life is commemorated by a beautiful window

house

in nearby Holne Church.

conferences, corporate training events, private parties and

has

hosted

Christmas celebrations.

over

three

hundred

weddings,

Top: The main drawing room now called the
Dawson Room. NB no electric lights!
Left: The old suspension bridge (no longer in existence)
next to the newly built Waterworks Bridge, now our
main entrance.

On entering the Country Park, you cross Waterworks

The Archimedes Screw installed in 2007 is the third

Bridge. This is the youngest of all the granite road bridges

hydro-electric turbine to generate electricity for the mansion

crossing the River Dart and is the only one in private

House. Pictured below.

ownership. It was built in 1904 to carry water from Venford
Reservoir to Paignton and the pipes still run under the
bridge. Legal documents stated that the cost of the bridge
was not to exceed £500 and it is thought that this sum was
only slightly exceeded.
Holne Bridge is at the north boundary of the Country Park
and was built around the year 1413 by order of Bishop
Stafford of Exeter when the old one was swept away in a
serious flood. It has four arches, three of which are semicircular and the fourth segmental. Encouragement for its
building was given by the Bishop who granted an
‘indulgence’ to all parishioners who helped in the work.
The leat was constructed in 1850 to facilitate the working of
copper mines in South Wood. It extended 1000 yards
downstream of Holne Bridge to the mines in Henbury

THE OUTWARD BOUND SCHOOL, DARTMOOR
On August 28th 1962, Peter Byron, Christopher Reeves (both
formerly Fifth Formers) and myself left for Newton Abbot for a
month at the Outward Bound School at Holne Park on
the edge of Dartmoor.

Woods, a distance of almost one mile. The leat provided
power (via a ten-foot diameter overshot water wheel) to
operate pumps which kept the mines dry, as they extended
below the level of the River Dart. The mines were active
until 1855 when, due to rising costs, production ceased.
The lakes and hydro power were formed by the Dawson
family in the late 1880s with the top section of the leat
providing the water to feed them.
In the 1930s the concrete sluice was built as an offshoot
from the leat upstream of the lakes, to provide waterpower
to drive a turbine to power the house prior to mains electric.
In 1984 a Kaplan turbine was installed which provided

The object of Outward Bound is to test and build up a person’s
moral fibre, his ability to lead, to order and take orders, organise,
struggle on in the most adverse conditions without complaint and,
above all, to look after himself.
One learns to fend for oneself and to value co-operation and
friendship. All those who reached a certain standard received a
small badge that testifies to the effort of four weeks. Memories abide
– coastguard duty, cliff rescue, nights on Dartmoor, the inevitable,
miserable flooded-out tent, the high spirits – they will all remain as
hard-earned memories just as the benefits to those who are or are
not athletic will be long lasting. The badge that I received is small,
but its message is great; it is the spirit of Outward Bound and one
that should be applied throughout life –
“To Serve, to Strive and not to Yield.”
E. D. SCHLESINGER, L. VI.

power to the house and surplus to the land. Unfortunately,
it was costly to maintain and fell into disrepair in 1998.

Above: Excerpt from a diary kept by an Outward Bound student from 1962.

Holne Park House
Ashburton, Devon

Corporate Events & Training

From corporate events to conferences, seminars, training,
team building and corporate family fun days, the emphasis
is on quality conference facilities with a difference.
Speak to a team member for more information.

WWW.HOLNEPARK.CO.UK
01364 655918

General Information
Rooms: Your room has been furnished to create a comfortable and
relaxing space that draws inspiration from this classic building and its

Towels: Towels are provided in your bedroom on arrival and are
changed on a regular basis. If you require your towels to be changed

wonderful location. Please make us aware of anything that needs our
attention so that we can address it before you depart.

sooner, please leave them in the bath.
Toiletries: Complimentary toiletries are provided in your bathroom.

Departure: We ask that you vacate your room by 10.30am on the
morning of departure. You are very welcome to use the park facilities
after this time but please return your room key to your chosen key
safe box before you leave the house.
Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available by joining the River Dart Country Park guest
network. Wi-Fi codes are available to purchase when connected by
credit or debit card, or by PayPal. One code permits three devices.
Emergency: In the event of a fire, the emergency plan and exits are
clearly marked on the wall next to the bedroom entrance door. Please
familiarise yourself with the details and also with the location of fire call
points and extinguishers in the main corridors.
To ensure your safety and that of other guests, please let us know on
arrival if you will need assistance in the case of an emergency. In the
unlikely event of an evacuation or fire drill, please make your way as
quickly as possible to the assembly point on the Tennis Courts
opposite Reception.
Medical: If you are unwell or have an accident please contact
Reception or if overnight, call 01364 655911 immediately. We have
first aiders on-site and a doctor's surgery and chemist in Ashburton.

Drinks: There is complimentary tea and coffee in your room. The
public bar in the Old Sawmill serves a wide selection of hot and cold
drinks. Please check with staff for opening times.
Holne Park House Bar: The bar is open for events only. Please check
with staff for opening times.
There are a number of seasonal refreshment outlets, a games
room and a shop situated around the park. Visit www.riverdart.co.uk
for more details.
Televisions: All our rooms are equipped with smart televisions with
Freeview. Please be sure to log out of apps used during your stay
before departure.
Hair Dryer: There is a hairdryer stored in the chest of drawers.
Reception: Reception and the main office are not manned 24 hours a
day. Outside of reception hours please contact the team on 01364
655911.
Iron and Ironing Board: There is an iron and ironing board situated in

Contact details for the chemist, doctor's surgery, and minor injuries
unit can be found in Reception or obtained from the Duty Manager.

our Housekeeping Department for your use. Please ask at Reception
for access.

Tourist Information: Make the most of your stay at Holne Park House
by downloading the River Dart Country Park app, available in the App
Store and Google Play Store. The app contains information including
useful telephone numbers, and local points of interest including walks,

Lost Property: Please ensure you take all your belongings with you
on departure. Any items found are handed into the Main Office for
safekeeping. Please enquire at Reception if you have misplaced
anything and we will endeavor to find it for you.

beaches and swimming pools.
Bedding: The duvets adapt to the cold or warm weather so you
should always be comfortable. Duvets and extra pillows are available if
extras are required.

Have a wonderful stay!

